
FAQs on Copyrights for Catholic Book of Worship III 
 

1. Why do I need permission to reproduce songs that will be used at my church? 

2. Who holds copyright for the Catholic Book of Worship III hymnal series? 

3. How do I get permission to reproduce hymns from Catholic Book of Worship III? 

4. We don’t have time to contact every author or composer. Is there another option 
available for parishes? 

5. How come the copyrights in Catholic Book of Worship III are not all managed by one 
licensing agency? 

6. Do I need permission to reproduce hymns every time I make a booklet for a special 
occasion (e.g., weddings, funerals, retreats, etc.)? 

7. My parish bought the Catholic Book of Worship III pew edition for all the parishioners 
at my church. Does this grant us permission to reprint hymns in a booklet or on an 
overhead? 

8. What is the “public domain”? 

9. Can I reproduce songs that are in the public domain without permission? 

 

1. Why do I need permission to reproduce songs that will be used at my church? 

You need permission to reproduce songs, even if they are to be used in a religious and non-
commercial setting, because it’s the law. Copyright laws exist to ensure that the authors and 
composers who provide great music for parishes are justly compensated for their work. By 
compensating these artists, you also encourage and support the creation and publication of new 
works in the future. 
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2. Who holds copyright for the Catholic Book of Worship III hymnal series? 

Although the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) publishes the Catholic Book of 
Worship III (CBW III) series, we do not own every song reproduced in the hymnals. We obtained 
permission to reproduce the songs from each copyright owner, and we pay them royalties every 
year for the use of their compositions. Consequently, the copyrights for most of the hymns 
remain with the original authors, composers or publishers. Only they, or an affiliated licensing 
agency, can grant reproduction permissions. 

However, the CCCB does own some of the songs reproduced in CBW III. You will find a list of 
songs owned by the CCCB on pages vi and vii of the CBW III choir or pew edition under “CCCB” 
and “Copyrights assigned to the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops.” Please note that in 
some instances, only the words or music, or part of the words or music, are under CCCB’s 
copyright. You should refer to your hymnal to see if other authors or composers own parts of 
the same song. 

 



To figure out who owns the copyright for a song, check the copyright notice at the bottom of the 
page. If no notice is given, check pages vi and vii of the CBW III choir or pew edition. 

The Copyright Office of the CCCB Publications Service can help you locate the copyright owners 
of the hymns you wish to reproduce. You can e-mail a list of the song titles and numbers to 
permissions@cccb.ca. You should submit your request at least one month before the event, or 
before the printing of your booklet, pamphlet or program.  
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3. How do I get permission to reproduce hymns from Catholic Book of Worship III? 

You can get permission to reproduce the hymns in Catholic Book of Worship III (CBW III) through 
either 

a) the copyright owners (author/composer/publisher);  

or 

b) an affiliated licensing agency. 

 

a) Obtaining permission through the copyright owners  

This route may save you money in the long run, but it takes time and requires some 
administrative follow-up. You may also find that due to the volume of requests they 
receive, larger publishers will direct you straight to their affiliated licensing agency. 
Therefore, you should send your request at least one month before the event or before 
the printing of your booklet, pamphlet or program. 

When contacting a copyright holder, you will need to state why you want to reproduce 
the hymn. Is it for one-time use only? Is it for a booklet that will be used seasonally or 
annually? Do you want to reproduce only the lyrics, or are you including the music as 
well? How many copies are you planning to print? Will there be a fee associated with 
this booklet?  

N.B. A song may have more than one copyright holder. For example the copyright for 
the lyrics of a song may belong to Author A and Author B, while the copyright for the 
music belongs to Composer C. In order to reprint the lyrics and the music, you would 
need permission from all copyright holders, i.e., Author A, Author B and Composer C.  

The Copyright Office of the CCCB Publications can help you locate the copyright owners 
of the hymns you wish to reproduce. You can e-mail a list of the song titles and numbers 
to permissions@cccb.ca. You should submit your request at least one month before the 
event, or before the printing of your booklet, pamphlet or program.  

 

b) Obtaining permission through an affiliated licensing agency 

This route should require less work on your part. You will, however, have to pay a 
minimal fee, usually based on the number of parishioners, in order to obtain the license. 

For most hymns published in CBW III, reproduction permission can be obtained through 
a licensing agency. Many publishers are affiliated with at least one licensing agency.  
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The most popular licensing agencies are:  

- ONE LICENSE; 
- Christian Copyright Licensing International (CCLI). 

Before purchasing a license through any agency, make sure their product corresponds 
with the particular needs of your parish. Ask about payment methods and currency. 
Licenses can usually be acquired for single use, for a special event (up to one week or 
more), or for a year. 

N.B. Although many publishers are affiliated with licensing agencies, individual authors 
or composers sometimes prefer to manage their own copyrights and receive directly 
royalties generated by the use of their hymns.  

If the copyright owners you are looking for are not listed with any agency, you will need 
to contact them directly. Again, the Copyright Office (permissions@cccb.ca) can help 
you locate the authors or composers. You should submit your request at least one 
month ahead of time. 
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4. We don’t have time to contact every author or composer. Is there another option 
available for parishes? 

Yes. If you want to save time in obtaining permission to reproduce some hymns, you can acquire 
a license from a licensing agency.  
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5. How come the copyrights in Catholic Book of Worship III are not all managed by one 
licensing agency? 

When the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) first published Catholic Book of 
Worship III (CBW III), we obtained permission to reproduce the songs from each copyright 
owner. Every year, the CCCB pays royalties to the copyright holders for the use of their 
compositions. Consequently, the copyrights for most of the hymns remain with the original 
authors, composers or publishers.  

Many publishers are affiliated with licensing agencies. However, individual authors or 
composers sometimes prefer to manage their own copyrights and receive directly royalties 
generated by the use of their hymns.  

If the copyright owners you are looking for are not listed with any agency, you will need to 
contact them directly. The Copyright Office of the CCCB Publications Service can help you locate 
the copyright owners of the hymns you wish to reproduce. You can e-mail a list of the song titles 
and numbers to permissions@cccb.ca. You should submit your request at least one month 
before the event, or before the printing of your booklet, pamphlet or program.  
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6. Do I need permission to reproduce hymns every time I make a booklet for a special 
occasion (e.g., weddings, funerals, retreats, etc.)? 

Yes. You need permission every time you produce copies of the songs. If your parish is 
contacting the copyright holder directly, and you foresee using a particular hymn on several 
occasions, you may want to ask permission to use the song over an extended period (e.g., four 
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months to cover the wedding season, one year for funerals, two months for Lent or Advent, 
etc.).  

If you already have a license, verify that it covers these events. Then report the usage of the 
hymns as indicated in your license. 
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7. My parish bought the Catholic Book of Worship III pew edition for all the parishioners 
at my church. Does this grant us permission to reprint hymns in a booklet or on an 
overhead? 

No. Purchasing numerous copies of a hymnal doesn’t automatically grant you permission to 
reproduce songs in another format. If you want to reproduce a song on the overhead or in a 
booklet, you need permission from the copyright holder or an affiliated licensing agency. 
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8. What is the “public domain”? 

The “public domain” refers to the state of works that are no longer under copyright protection. 
In Canada, a work falls into the public domain 50 years after the death of the author. This 
applies to written as well as to musical works. For example, the music of “Hymn to Joy” by 
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) is in the public domain. Performances and sound recordings 
now benefit of an extended protection of 70 years after the release date of the recording. 
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9. Can I reproduce songs that are in the public domain without permission? 

Yes. If you are certain a song is in the public domain, you may reproduce it without permission. 
However, you should still indicate the source (author/composer) at the bottom of any copies.  

For most hymns in Catholic Book of Worship III, the author’s date of birth and death are given in 
the copyright notice on the bottom of the first page of music for each composition. If you are 
not sure whether a song is in the public domain, you should contact the CCCB Publications 
Copyright Office (permissions@cccb.ca). 
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Appendix 
 

Songs owned by the  
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops 

 
 
# 29A – The Word of God Became Flesh (Ps. 147) 
# 36A – The Word of God Became Flesh (Ps. 147)  
# 46 – Be With Me, Lord, When I Am In Trouble (Ps. 91)  
# 186 – Praise the Lord Who Lifts Up the Poor (Ps. 113) 
 
George Black: 
 
# 17 – Let Us Go Rejoicing to the House of the Lord (Ps. 122) 
# 34 – The Lord Remembers His Covenant For Ever (Ps. 105) 
# 35 – Blessed Are They Who Dwell in Your House, O Lord (Ps. 84) 
# 40 – O Bless The Lord, My Soul! (Ps. 104) 
# 48 – I Will Walk in the Presence of the Lord (Ps. 116) 
# 53 – The Lord Is My Shepherd (Ps. 23) 
# 55 – Taste and See the Goodness of the Lord (Ps. 34) 
# 57 – Create a Clean Heart in Me, O God (Ps. 51) 
# 58 – The Lord Has Done Great Things for Us (Ps. 126) 
# 70 – Father, I Put My Life in Your Hands (Ps. 31) 
# 85 – Alleluia! (Ps. 118) 
# 101 – I Will Praise You, Lord (Ps. 22) 
# 103 – Let All the Earth Cry Out to God With Joy (Ps. 66) 
# 114 – Let Us Go Rejoicing to the House of the Lord (Ps. 122) 
# 120 – Your Words, Lord, Are Spirit and Life (Ps. 19) 
# 122 – If Today You Hear God’s Voice (Ps. 95) 
# 129 – Happy Are They Who Hope in the Lord (Ps. 1) 
# 144 – Lord, Forgive the Wrong I Have Done (Ps. 32) 
# 157 – Lord, You Are Good and Forgiving (Ps. 86) 
# 158 – The Lord Is My Shepherd (Ps. 23) 
# 185 – The Lord Upholds My Life (Ps. 54) 
# 198 – Our Help is From the Lord (Ps. 121) 
# 201 – the Lord Hears the Cry of the Poor (Ps. 34) 
# 202 – In You, Lord, I Have Found My Peace (Ps. 131) 
# 211 – The Lord Is My Shepherd (Ps. 23) 
# 213 – Let Us Go Rejoicing to the House of the Lord (Ps. 122) 
# 215 – The Son of David Will Live For Ever (Ps. 89) 
# 217 – The Lord’s Kindness is Everlasting (Ps. 103) 
# 227 – Sing to the Lord a New Song (Ps. 98) 
 
Rev. Patrick Byrne: 
 
# 665 – O Father, Listen to Our Prayer (text) 
 
  



Patricia Fowler: 
 
# 16 – To You, O Lord, I Lift My Soul (Ps. 25) 
# 92 – Give Thanks, for the Lord is Good (Ps. 118) 
# 104 – The Lord Has Revealed to the Nations His Saving Power (Ps. 98) 
 
Rev. John Hibbard: 
 
# 693 – Sequence – The Body and Blood of Christ (text) 
 
Rev. Murray Kroetsch: 
 
# 356 – We Praise You, O Lord (Acclamations for the Station of the Cross) (music) 
# 463A – Immaculate Mary (stanzas 2-5) 
# 470 – Mary, Mother of Good Counsel (text) 
 
Most Rev. Raymond Lahey: 
 
# 458 – Hail, Queen of Heav’n, the Ocean Star (stanzas 2 and 3) 
# 512 – God Created Earth and Heaven (verses 2-4) 
 
Sister Loretta Manzara, CSJ: 
 
# 547 – All Praise to God (text) 
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